CITY OF THORNTON
CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE

AGENDA
Council Update
https://thorntonco.zoom.us/j/91815538099
August 25, 2020
5:45 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER AND REVIEW OF UPDATE AGENDA

Il. REVIEW OF THE FORMAL COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

1. BRIEFINGS
A. COVID-19 Update (Estimated 30 Minutes)

B. Discussion Regarding Updates to Section 18-542 of the City Code
Regarding Regulation of Artificial Turf as Landscaping within the Front
Yard of Single-Family Detached and Single-Family Attached Dwellings
(Estimated 10 Minutes)

C. Executive Session pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(b) and (e),
conferences with an attorney for the local public body for the purposes
of receiving legal advice on special legal questions and determining
positions relative to matters that are subject to negotiations,
developing strategy for negotiations, and instructing negotiators
regarding the Thornton Shopping Center (Estimated 60 Minutes)

8/14/20


https://thorntonco.zoom.us/j/91815538099

COUNCIL UPDATE COMMUNICATION

Meeting Date: Agenda ltem: | Agenda Location: | Goal(s): Legal Review:

August 25, 2020 A N/A N/A — ;j; F;fez‘g%%

Subject: COVID-19 Update

Recommended by: Kevin S. Woods KW Approved by: Kevin S. Woods KW | ordinance previously

. . introduced by:
Presenter(s): Kevin Woods, City Manager

SYNOPSIS:

Staff will provide City Council with updates on the COVID-19 pandemic.

RECOMMENDATION:

This item is for informational purposes only.

BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:

None.

ALTERNATIVES:

This item is for informational purposes only.

BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY): (includes previous City Council action)




Incident Overview

» Case & Hospital Data

« CDC Vaccine Planning

« CDPHE Hospital Data

» State’s Online Data Tool

* Alcohol Sale Executive Order




Council Authorized Covid-19 Funding A“;ﬁﬁgzed Spg:tte“ C°m’§§;‘:‘:’ Dot Re&i‘;‘;"g Status Update

CARES Act Funding ($11.2M)

1. Emergency Business Grant (EBG) $1,141,400 $1,133,997 $7,403 $- Grant program has ended. 152 applications approved and 44 denie
2. Thornton CARES Business Grant 1,000,000 116,134 398,687 485,179 36 applications approved, 26 under evaluation, 1 unqualified
Iérirtlatglonal Retail and Entertainment 500,000 210,145 120,000 169,855 14 applications approved, 6 under evaluation, 1 unqualified
4. Thornton Business Assistance Center 1,000,000 9,000 873,570 117,430 Renovations ongoing, anticipated opening early September
5. Keeping Thornton Safe Grant 500,000 - - 500,000 Keeping Thornton Safe opening to applicants on 8/25/20
6. Covid-19 Food Support 519,576 519,576 - - 17 programs, anticipate additional funding request for farmers mark
7. Covid-19 Housing Support 150,000 50,000 100,000 | iop][grgrams, finalizing logistics for $100K check, 2 households serve
8. Covid-19 Mental Health Support 440,357 440,357 - - 4 programs, technology being purchased, therapy services promote
9. Covid-19 Bill Assistance 110,486 110,486 - - 1 program, Thornton Assistance Line went live 8/10/20

10. Covid-19 Testing 600,000 36,872 190,255 372,873 Weekly testing ongoing, averaging 100-200 tests per event

11. Hazard Pay 212,750 212,750 - - Payments issued in June/July

Total Authorized CARES Act Funding $6,174,569 $2,839,317 $1,689,915 $1,645,337

Pending CARES Act Funding ~$1,000,000

Remaining CARES Act Funding $4,030,732






Raaional Retail & Entfertainmaent
Emergency Business Grant

Funding Update

21 Applications Received

o Approved: 14  Awarded: $210,14513
. Under Evaluation: 6 « Pending Requests: $120,000.00
- Unqualified: 1  Remaining: $169,854.87

Launched: June 16, 2020 Closes: October 1, 2020



Keeping Thornton Safe Grant

« Accepting applications

* Open to all businesses, non-profits, etc.
* Funds in addition to those already approved

« Maximum $5,000 grant

Allowable Expenses

 PPE, thermometers

« Barriers, floor markings, signs
« Cleaning & sanitizing supplies
* Touchless payment systems

« Safety training

Unpermitted Expenses

Rent
Marketing
Other bills/expenses

Expenses already funded
by other grants
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2" Reading

Subject: Discussion Regarding Updates to Section 18-542 of the City Code Regarding Regulation of
Artificial Turf as Landscaping within the Front Yard of Single-Family Detached and Single-Family
Attached Dwellings

Recommended by: Jeff Coder JBC/JO Approved by: Kevin S. Woods K W| ordinance previously

. . introduced by:
Presenter(s): Grant Penland, Planning Director

SYNOPSIS:

The City has received general inquiries regarding the installation of artificial turf as landscaping for the
front yard of residential properties. Considering the growing interest from the public, staff would like to
bring forth this topic for Council’s consideration. Presently, Section 18-542 regulates the installation of
artificial turf in residential zone districts. The City Code (Code) allows artificial turf to be installed within
the rear and side yards (not visible from the public right-of-way) of Single-Family Detached (SFD) and
Single-Family Attached (SFA) dwellings, but does not allow installation within the front yard. In an effort
to support water savings within the City and introduce additional landscaping alternatives, staff would
like to present the option of amending the Code to allow for the installation of artificial turf within the
front yard of SFD and SFA dwellings. Amending the Code to allow for artificial turf to be installed within
the front yard would provide the City the opportunity to establish regulations to ensure that the
installation meets certain parameters and does not negatively affect the community.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends Alternative No. 1, direct staff to draft an ordinance amending Section 18-542 of the
Code to allow for the installation of artificial turf as landscaping within the front yard of SFD and SFA
dwellings and establish standards for the installation and to conduct outreach with the public for further
discussion as requested by Council.

BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:

None.

ALTERNATIVES:

1. Direct staff to draft an ordinance amending Section 18-542 of the Code to allow for the installation
of artificial turf as landscaping within the front yard of SFD and SFA dwellings and establish
standards for the installation and to conduct outreach with the public for further discussion as
requested by Council.

2. Do not direct staff to draft an ordinance to amend Section 18-542 of the Code at this time.

BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY):

In 2013, Ordinance 3250 amended Sections 18-542 and 18-901 to allow for artificial turf installation in
residential rear yards and side yards that are not viewable from the public right-of-way. Currently, the
Code prohibits artificial turf installation within front yards of residential properties. Since the ordinance



COUNCIL UPDATE COMMUNICATION
PAGE 2

has been in effect, the Planning Department has processed four applications to allow for the installation
of artificial turf within the side and rear yards of residential properties in the City. Standards for approval
as stated in Section 18-542 include materials, buffering, installation, slope restrictions, general
appearance, and maintenance requirements.

Staff conducted a survey of other cities and found that most allow artificial turf in residential areas,
subject to certain restrictions and maintenance regulations. The survey results were as follows:

e The City of Boulder and the City of Commerce City prohibit the use of artificial turf in residential
properties.

e The City of Westminster does not allow atrtificial turf to be installed when visible from the right-of-
way.

e The City of Arvada and the City of Lakewood allow artificial turf within the front yards of residential
properties subject to certain restrictions and maintenance regulations.

e The Cities of Northglenn, Federal Heights, and Fort Collins allow artificial turf within the front yards
of residential properties.

Should Council support the request for allowing artificial turf within the front yard of SFD and SFA
dwellings, staff will move forward with drafting the ordinance for the Code amendment and conducting
additional outreach for further discussion as requested by Council with local residents and associations
or drafting the ordinance for the Code amendment.

If the Code amendment is approved, the applications for artificial turf within the front yard of a SFD and
SFA dwellings would be required to adhere to the requirements for materials, buffering, installation,
slope restrictions, general appearance, and maintenance requirements. This proposal does not affect
any requirements by Homeowner Associations for any SFD and SFA dwellings that may preclude the
installation of artificial turf. This proposed amendment to the Code would not negatively affect the
existing approved installations of artificial turf in the rear or side yards.
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Council Update

Proposed Code Amendment for
Artificial Turf installed within Front
Yards of Single-Family Detached (SFD)
and Single-Family Attached (SFA)
Dwellings

August 25, 2020
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Purpose of the Briefing: Direction Requested

Does Council support the
Installation of artificial turf in the
front yards of SFD with
assoclated restrictions contained
In Section 18-542 of the City Code
(Code)?
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Briefing Agenda

1. Current Code Provisions
2. Need and Applicability
3. Proposed Change

4. Next Steps



AL
== City Development Department
WY

1. Current Code Provisions

« The Code allows atrtificial turf to be installed
within the side and rear yards of SFD and SFA
dwellings.

« The Code prohibits artificial turf to be installed
within the front yard of SFD and SFA dwellings.

e Existing applications for artificial turf within the
side or rear yards are subject to restrictions for
maintenance and installation in Section 18-542
of the Code.
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2. Need and Applicability

 General increase In interest by the public for
Installation of artificial turf within the front
yards of properties.

« To promote water usage savings within the
City.

e Does not affect a Homeowner’'s Association’s
ability to preclude artificial turf installation.
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3. Proposed Change

Propose a Development Code Amendment:

e The proposed amendment would allow for artificial
turf to be installed within the front yards of SFD and
SFA dwellings.

 The installation of artificial turf in the front yards
would be subject to maintenance and installation
requirements as required by the Code.
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Additional Information

Survey Results of Nearby Municipalities

e City of Boulder and Commerce City prohibit the
Installation of artificial turf.

o City of Westminster does not allow artificial turf
to be installed when visible from the right-of-way.

 The City of Arvada and Lakewood allow artificial
turf within the front yards of residential properties
subject to certain restrictions and maintenance
regulations.

 The Cities of Northglenn, Federal Heights, and
Fort Collins allow artificial turf within the front
yards of residential properties.



-'J/‘§\’,-' City Development Department Front Yard Artificial Turf




-'J/‘§\’,-' City Development Department Front Yard Artificial Turf




.'JI\" City Development Department
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4. Next Steps

1. Move forward with drafting the ordinance for
the Code amendment to allow artificial turf
within the front yard of SFD and SFA

dwellings.
— Or —_—

2. Conduct additional outreach with residents
and associations and bring back to Councill

for further discussion.
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